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shewed signs of action. Ominous ship move-
ments were announced (and promptly countermanded
by the Prime Minister); and Mr. Churchill was
vehement, strange commentary on his father's
authorship of the historic aphorism, "Ulster will
fight; Ulster will be right." But he made an appeal
to reason on his own responsibility which Asquith
subsequently approved, Balfour endorsed, and even
Carson recognised as " not very far " from his own
standpoint.

The sky darkened swiftly in another quarter one
July, afternoon, when Edward Grey read them a
telegram in Cabinet announcing that the Austrians
had sent an ultimatum to Belgrade demanding abject
reparation for an Archduke's murder in Bosnia.
That seemed to challenge Russia, as protector of the
Slavs ; and if Russia fought, Germany would support
the Austrians, and then the French would have to
fight as well, Mr. Churchill went back to the
Admiralty and told them that it might be war. That
night he dined next to an influential German and
warned him that it would be foolish to assume that
England would do nothing. On the next morning
he surveyed the naval situation with die First Sea
Lord. A happy chance (and the pursuit of economy)
had replaced the usual naval manoeuvres with a test
mobilization of the fleet that summer; and two
battle squadrons were still concentrated in the
Channel. 'That piece of good fortune gave them
a week-end before any further naval precautions
need be taken; and Mr. Churchill spent a cheerful
Sunday on the beach at Cromer with his children,